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Spelling (see Appendix English 1 from Programmes of Study)   
Learning to spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught. 
Learning to spell common exception words. 
Learning to spell the days of the week. 
Name the letters of the alphabet, including in the correct order. 
Using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same 

sound 

Using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs 

Use the prefix un– 

Use –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words [for example, helping, helped, helper, 
eating, quicker, quickest] 

Apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1 

Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs and common exception 
words taught so far. 

Handwriting 

Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly. 
Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place. 
Form capital letters. 
Form digits 0-9. 
Understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise 

these. 
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Spelling (see Appendix English 1 from Programmes of Study)   
Segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling many correctly 
Learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings are already known, and learn some words with 

each spelling, including a few common homophones 
Learning to spell common exception words 
Learning to spell more words with contracted forms 
Learning the possessive apostrophe (singular) [for example, the girl’s book] distinguishing between homophones and near-

homophones 
Add suffixes to spell longer words, including –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly 
Apply spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1 
Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs, common exception words 

and punctuation taught so far 

Handwriting 

Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another 
Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent 

to one another, are best left unjoined 
Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower case letters 
Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters 
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Objectives National Curriculum objectives 
Years 1-6 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Pupils should be taught to: 
  
listen and respond appropriately to adults 

and their peers 
ask relevant questions to extend their 

understanding and knowledge 
use relevant strategies to build their vo-

cabulary 
articulate and justify answers, arguments 

and opinions 
give well-structured descriptions, explana-

tions and narratives for different pur-
poses, including for expressing feel-
ings 

maintain attention and participate actively 
in collaborative conversations, staying 
on topic and initiating and responding 
to comments 

use spoken language to develop under-
standing through speculating, hypothe-
sising, imagining and exploring ideas 

speak audibly and fluently with an increas-
ing command of Standard English 

participate in discussions, presentations, 
performances, role play, improvisa-
tions and debates 

gain, maintain and monitor the interest of 
the listener(s) 

consider and evaluate different viewpoints, 
attending to and building on the contri-
butions of others 

select and use appropriate registers for 
effective communication. 

Speaking 
Describe inci-
dents from their 
own experience 
in an audible 
voice 
  
  

Speaking 
Speak with clarity and 
use appropriate into-
nation when reading 
texts aloud 
  
Explain ideas and 
processes using ap-
propriate and adven-
turous vocabulary 
  
Develop understand-
ing through predict-
ing, imagining and 
exploring ideas 
  

Speaking 
Explain process 
or present infor-
mation, ensuring 
that items are 
clearly se-
quenced, relevant 
details are includ-
ed and accounts 
are ended effec-
tively 
  
Develop under-
standing through 
speculating, hy-
pothesising, im-
agining and ex-
ploring ideas 
  

Speaking 
Build on vocabulary in 
order to give detailed 
explanations 
  
Tell stories effectively and 
convey detailed infor-
mation coherently for 
listeners with an increas-
ing command of standard 
English 
  
Respond appropriately to 
the contributions of others 
in light of differing view-
points 
  
Develop understanding 
through speculating, hy-
pothesising, imagining 
and exploring ideas 
  

Speaking 
Use the techniques of 
dialogic talk to explore 
ideas, topics or issues 
  
Use and explore differ-
ent question types and 
different ways words 
are used, including in 
formal and informal 
contexts 
  
Present a spoken argu-
ment, sequencing 
points logically, defend-
ing views with evidence 
and making use of per-
suasive language 
  

Speaking 
Use the techniques of dialogic talk to 
explore ideas, topics or issues 
  
Use a range of oral techniques to pre-
sent persuasive arguments and engag-
ing narratives 
  
Participate in whole-class debate using 
the conventions and language of de-
bate, including standard English 
  
Present a spoken argument, sequenc-
ing points logically, defending views 
with evidence and making use of per-
suasive language 
  
Continue to develop understanding 
through speculating, hypothesising, 
imagining and exploring ideas 
  

Listening & re-
sponding 
Listen with sus-
tained concentra-
tion, building new 
stores of words in 
different contexts 
  
Listen to and 
follow instructions 
accurately 
  

Listening & re-
sponding 
Listen to others in 
class, ask relevant 
questions and follow 
instructions 
  
Listen to an adult and 
remember some spe-
cific points and identi-
fy what they’ve 
learned 

Listening & re-
sponding 
Listen to others in 
class, ask rele-
vant questions 
and follow instruc-
tions 
  
Listen to an adult 
and remember 
some specific 
points and identify 
what they’ve 
learned 
  

Listening & responding 
Listen to a speaker, make 
notes on the talk and use 
notes to develop a role-
play or improvisation 
  
Compare the different 
contributions of music, 
words and images in 
short extracts from TV 
programmes 

Listening & respond-
ing 
Identify some aspects 
of talk which vary be-
tween formal and infor-
mal occasions 
  
Identify different ques-
tion types and evaluate 
their impact on the 
audience 
  
Analyse the use of 
persuasive language 

Listening & responding 
Make notes when listening for a sus-
tained period 
  
Analyse and evaluate how speakers 
present points effectively through use 
of language and gesture 
  
Listen for language variation in formal 
and informal contexts 
  
Identify the ways spoken language 
varies according to differences in the 
context and purpose of its use 
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  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Group discus-
sion 
Take turns to 
speak, listen to 
other’s sugges-
tions and talk 
about what they 
are going to do 
  
Ask and answer 
questions, 
make relevant 
contributions, 
offer sugges-
tions and take 
turns 
  

Group discussion 
Ensure that everyone 
contributes, allocate 
tasks, and consider 
alternatives and reach 
agreement 

Group discus-
sion 
Use talk to organ-
ise roles and 
action Actively 
include and re-
spond to all mem-
bers of the group 

Group discussion 
Take different roles in 
groups and use the lan-
guage appropriate to 
them, including roles of 
leader, reporter, scribe 
and mentor 

Group discussion 
Plan and manage a group 
task over time using differ-
ent levels of planning 
  
Understand different ways 
to take the lead and sup-
port others in groups 
  
Understand the process of 
decision making 

Group discussion 
Understand and use a variety of 
ways to criticise constructively and 
respond to criticism 
  
Understand different ways to take 
the lead and support others in 
groups 
  
Understand the process of decision 
making 
  

Drama 
Explore appro-
priate themes 
through improv-
isation and role 
play 

Drama 
Explore appropriate 
themes through improv-
isation and role play 

Drama 
Explore appropri-
ate themes 
through improvi-
sation and role 
play 
  
Create roles 
showing how 
behaviour can be 
interpreted from 
different view-
points 
  

Drama 
Explore appropriate 
themes through improvi-
sation and role play 
  
Create roles showing how 
behaviour can be inter-
preted from different 
viewpoints 
  

Drama 
Reflect on how working in 
role helps to explore com-
plex issues 
  
Improvise using a range of 
drama strategies and con-
ventions to explore themes 
such as hopes, fears and 
desires 
  

Drama 
Reflect on how working in role 
helps to explore complex issues 
  
Improvise and devise a perfor-
mance considering how to adapt 
the performance for a specific audi-
ence 


